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Eliminating
failure
factories

Your point
of view

Mike Petruccelli

Carol Cook

Eileen Long

Goliath Davis III

James Martin
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Matt Stewart

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Winning Reading Boost program is looking for volunteers
to help transform the lives of
area elementary school students. The program aims to
provide a way for educators,
caring volunteers and engaged
parents to ensure that students
of Pinellas County’s most challenged schools are provided
the fundamental right to read
and learn.
In seeking active engagement for the five schools
termed “Failure Factories” by
the Tampa Bay Times, St.
Pete community leaders,
among them Kevin Gordon,
Midtown and Downtown
provost at St. Petersburg College and Rev. Clarence
Williams, senior pastor of
Greater Mt. Zion African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church, contacted the University of Florida Lastinger Center.
After initial discussions, it
became clear that reading was
a top priority, a need that
aligned well with the Lastinger
Center expertise and the result
was piloting the Winning Reading Boost program at Campbell
Park, Melrose, Fairmount
Park, Lakewood and Maximo
Elementary Schools.
The program targets children in the third, fourth and
fifth grades who have not yet
See PROGRAM, page 2

Joanne Lentino

Eliseo Santana, Jr.



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Candidates vying for
three seats on the Pinellas County School Board
attended a forum hosted
in partnership with the
St. Petersburg branch of
the NAACP at St. Petersburg College’s Allstate
Center. Moderated by
WTSP Channel 10 news

anchor
Reginald
Roundtree, the forum
was held June 21.
Candidates that accepted the invitation included, District 1 at-large
candidates
Joanne
Lentino, a retired firstgrade teacher at Gulfport
Elementary; Matt Stewart, a deputy director for
Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections and
adjunct ethics professor

at St. Petersburg College;
District 4 candidate and
Clearwater Intermediate science teacher
Eileen Long; District 5 incumbent Carol Cook;
Mike Petruccelli, a licensed real estate and insurance broker from
Indian Shores; and Eliseo
Santana Jr., a retired communications
maintenance supervisor at the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s

Office.
District 5 incumbent
Ken Peluso, District 1
candidate, former St. Petersburg City Councilmember Bill Dudley
and District 4 candidate
and longtime Pinellas
teacher Chris Hardman
did not attend.
The candidates addressed a variety of pertinent issues, including
See SCHOOLS, pages 9

Foundation makes its inaugural round of
grants to community organizations
BY GYPSY C.
GALLARDO
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
At long last, the foundation created by the sale
of Bayfront Medical
Center in April 2013
made its first round of
grants this June, totaling $3.9 million to 19
community-based organizations. From all
appearances, the charitable vehicle – now
called the Foundation
for a Healthy St. Pete –
is bent on breaking the

mold.
Some in the community thought the foundation – originally called
Bayfront HERO, which
stood for Health Education and Research Organization, - was a flash
in the pan that would
quickly fade once
Bayfront was unexpectedly sold for a second
time in late 2013.
Not so, however,
since its original architects saw to it that the
foundation would be a
See GRANTS, page 6

L-R, Curtis Hollomon, Ron Peterson, Albert
Lee, Monte Trammer and Steve Dupré

ST. PETERSBURG —
The second of two summer
community meetings on the
status of education for
African-American students in
the Pinellas School District is
scheduled for next Wednesday, July 6 at 6:30 p.m. COQEBS
(Concerned
Organizations for the Quality
Education of Black Students)
President Rick Davis invites
students, parents, community members and other interested persons to join him,
COQEBS members and his
board of directors at the
Enoch Davis Center to discuss this urgent and important matter.
Media outlets have
chronicled the issues facing
African-American families
and their children enrolled in
Pinellas County Schools. As
one of two organizations
(COQEBS and NAACP
Legal Defense Fund) currently engaged in legal actions against the Pinellas
County School Board, President Davis remains committed to hearing the concerns
of parents, grandparents, students and community representatives as the organization
moves forward in its quest to
improve the quality of education for black students, reduce discipline, increase the
graduation rate and ensure
affirmative steps are taken to
close the achievement gap.
Representatives from the
Juvenile Welfare Board will
make a presentation on the
various education and family
services it provides and assist attendees in need of assistance. Your point of view
and your voices are essential
to this very important effort.
Please plan to join President Rick Davis and other
concerned citizens for this
very important community
meeting Wednesday July 6 at
the Enoch Davis Center
starting at 6:30 p.m.
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The Winning Reading Boost program aims to
eliminate failure factories
From PROGRAM, page 1

learned to read. It is a semester
long,
36-step
process that helps children
who are struggling to learn
how to read and become
confident, fluent readers. It
incorporates the researchbased principles of reading
instruction
including
phonological awareness,
systematic and explicit
phonics instruction, fluency,
and oral reading skills
through its use of a multisensory, multimodal approach.
Students learn from engaging with music, songs,
games, charts and appealing stories that are tailored
to older students. The program was developed in
a partnership between University of Florida and author
Sue Dickson, who was a
schoolteacher.
“The idea is to teach
them through song,” said
James Martin of the University of Florida. “Song,
music, games. Teach them
with the sounds.” Martin is
the community engagement coordinator and will

help oversee the program.
He said by the time children get to the 36th step
they can read just about any
book, as they have learned
to “decode” and breakdown
words. The groups are broken down to 15 students
and three teachers, so each
teacher works with five students, and volunteers are
available to cover for teachers or work with students
individually. There are onehour sessions for 90 days,
the length of the semester.
The program has already been implemented at
Melrose Elementary, and
will be present at all five
challenged schools this fall.
Students that might be
candidates for the program
are given a test to determine their skill levels, Martin said, and students with
extremely low reading skills
are selected to take part in
the program. Those 15 students are given a pretest
and a posttest to gauge their
progress. To accommodate
all five schools, Martin said
the program would need

about 150 volunteers.
Martin recalled one little boy in particular who
could only recognize three
out of 25 written words at
the outset of the program
and by the end of the
process he cold spell and
read “virtually anything.”
“He got to the point that
if he could hear the sound,
he could spell the word,” he
said.
Martin, who has taught
high school and middle
school himself, said the
change in the students is evident each day.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact
James Martin at jamartin2@coe.ufl.edu or
727-798-0327.
You can volunteer as little as one or two hours a
week, or more if you prefer
and walk hand-in- hand with
these children as they experience a unique journey that
will improve their reading
fluency.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Pinellas County Schools rolls out
Summer Reading incentives
As part of Pinellas
County Schools Summer
Reading initiative, the
school district has created a summer reading
site to help students stay
on top of their reading
and log their summer
reading time. The site is
available on the home
page of the PCS website
or at www.pcsb.org/summerreading.
Students will have a
chance to win weekly
prizes like movie passes,
sports tickets and tablets,
just for logging reading
time. Thanks to the generosity of donors, the district has plenty of books
for students in Pinellas
County Schools. Later
this month, the PCS
Book Bus will begin visiting various Summer
Bridge sites to deliver
books to students. At

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

each site, students will
have the opportunity to
pick out books that interest them.
PCS Book Bus visits dates and times include:
• July 5 — 9 to 11
a.m., Pinellas Park Middle School; noon to 2
p.m., Pinellas Park Elementary School
• July 6 — 9 to 11
a.m., Bay Point Middle
School; noon to 2 p.m.,
Lakewood Elementary

School
• July 7 — 9 to 11
a.m., Tyrone Middle
School; noon to 2 p.m.,
Campbell Park Elementary School
• July 12 — 9 to 11
a.m., Largo Middle
School; noon to 2 p.m.,
Belleair
Elementary
School
• July 13 — 9 to 11
a.m., Melrose Elementary School; noon to 2
p.m., Mildred Helms Elementary School

Changes are happening this
month at WRXB
ST. PETERSBURG —
WRXB’s corporate office
in Chicago has purchased a 5000-watt AM
transmitter to replace the
one previously destroyed
by a lightning strike. We
have been operating with
a lower powered back-up
transmitter since.
In addition, WRXB
will soon be heard not
only at 1590 on AM but
also on FM at 96.5.
We will continue to play
all your favorite inspirational music along with
news, weather, sports,
topical shows, our weekend church programs
plus much more.
Just wait until you
hear how great the music
sounds on FM.
Our recently purchased on-air telephone
system has been installed
by our engineers and
now your phone calls and
conversations with our
guests are clearly heard
on the air. However, our
targeted date for early
July to have the new
transmitters installed and
running will need to be
pushed back a little,
hopefully to be completed by the end of July

or early August.
WRXB has served the
community since 1959;
unfortunately, it appears
we were still using much
of the same wiring from
that era. There is a massive amount of electrical
rewiring needed at the
transmitter site to complete this project so that
we won’t suffer in the future the same lightning
problems that caused the
previous damage.
We have received all
the FM equipment and it
will be hoisted over 400
feet high by the tower

company shortly. The
AM equipment has also
arrived and the new
transmitter is being
tuned to 1590; when completed it will be shipped
to our location from out
of state.
Thank you to our
sponsors who have continued to support us
through these tough
times. The end of this unfortunate situation is
near.
Ed Edwards
General
Manager,
WRXB

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out
to our Sunday afternoon
services from 3:00 pm- 4:30
pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian
University offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and DD’s in
Systematic Theology!
THE TWO RESURRECTIONS
The Word of truth
teaches in the clearest and
most positive terms that all
of the dead will be raised.
No doctrine of the faith rests
upon a more literal and emphatic body of Scripture authority than this, nor is any
more vital to Christianity.
“But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen. And if
Christ be not risen, then is
our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain” (I Cor.
15:13-14.)
But it is important to observe that the Scriptures do
not teach that all the dead
are raised at one time. A partial resurrection of saints
has already occurred. “And
the graves were opened;
and many bodies of the
saints which slept arose, and
came out of the graves after
his resurrection, and went
into the holy city, and appeared unto many” (Matt.
27:52-53).
Two resurrections, differing in respect of time and
of those who are the subjects of the resurrection, are
yet future. These are variously distinguished as “the
resurrection of life,” and “the
resurrection of damnation,”
“the resurrection of the just
and the unjust,” etc. The following Scriptures refer to
this important subject.
“Marvel not at this: for
the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of
damnation” (John 5:28-29.)
If it be objected that the
word “hour” would indicate
a simultaneous resurrection

of these two classes, it is answered that the “hour” of
verse 25 has already lasted
eighteen hundred years.
(See also “day,” in 2 Pet. 3:8;
2 Cor. 6:2; John 8:56).
“But when thou makest
a feast, call the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind:
and thou shalt be blessed;
for they cannot recompense
thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just” (Luke
14:13-14). In this passage
our Lord speaks of the first
resurrection only. In I
Corinthians 15 the distinction still further appears:
“For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made
alive. But every man in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that
are Christ’s at his coming” (I
Cor. 15:22-23).
“But I would not have
you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope. For if
we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with
him. For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of
the Lord, shall not prevent
(precede] them which are
asleep. For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise
first” (I Thess. 4:13-16).
If the apostle had in
mind a resurrection of all
the dead, how could he
speak of attaining it “by any
means,” since he could not
possibly escape it?
In Revelation 20:4-6 the
two resurrections are again
mentioned together, with
the important addition of
the time which intervenes
between the resurrection of
the saved and of the unsaved. “And I saw thrones,
and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded

for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and
which had not worshipped
the Beast neither his image,
neither had received his
mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they
lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. But
the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand
years were finished. This is
the first resurrection.
Blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thousand
years.” Verses 12 and 13 describe the second resurrection-that “unto damnation.”
The testimony of Scripture, then, is clear that believers’ bodies are raised
from among the bodies of
unbelievers and caught up
to meet the Lord in the air a
thousand years before the
resurrection of the latter. It
should be firmly held that
the doctrine of the resurrection concerns only the bodies of the dead. Their
disembodied spirits are instantly in conscious bliss or
woe (Phil. 1:23 2 Con 5.8;
Luke 16:22-23).
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter),
Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of God
& True Holiness - 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete
www.weareholiness.org |
Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Board | Chaplain Dept. Juvenile Justice for
Circuit 6
Democratic Black Caucus Member
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Aryon just believed

Summer internships at SPHA

BY DEXTER MCCREE

ST. PETERSBURG –
This summer, the St. Petersburg Housing Authority
(SPHA)
is
introducing seven local
young adults to work in a
professional setting, as
part of the Boley Centers’
Summer Youth Intern
Program. SPHA has participated in this seasonal
program since 2006, providing young people in
the St. Petersburg community with a safe, constructive
summer
activity, a source of income, and structured
work experiences. This
year, however, marks the
first time that all housing
authority interns are also
residents.
“I remember how important my first summer
job as a kid was to me.
For our younger residents especially, this first
step into the workforce
plays a significant role in
shaping their lives and
goals. At SPHA, we work
to connect our residents
with critical job training

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –In
starting at Northeast
High School, Aryon Johnson didn’t know what to
expect. She remembered
her middle school teachers telling her how hard
high school was going to
be and how much of her
life depended on how well
she performed there.
Heading into a brand
new school and all new
classes was nerve-racking. Random thoughts
clouded her mind. Will I
remember how to get to
my classes? How hard will
the classes be? Will any of
my friends be there? Can
I keep up with the work?
After the first week,
Aryon realized that things
were going to be all right
and would actually be better than she had imagined.
“I know that high
school is the first step into
my future, and I have a lot
of little cousins that look
up to me for guidance,”
said Aryon. “Knowing
this, success is the only
option.”
Going into high school
she had never taken an
honors class. Ayron was
fearful that she wouldn’t
pass them, and when she
got her schedule it was
filled with not only honor
classes, but advance placement classes also.
“I had a choice to
make, but then again I really didn’t have a choice.
Failure was not an option,”
she said.
One of the classes on
Aryon’s schedule was Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID),
which is designed to close
the achievement gap by
preparing all students for

college readiness and success in a global society.
AVID brings research
based strategies and curriculum to educational institutions in elementary,
secondary and higher education.
This was the just program to calm Aryon’s
fears and ensure her success.
“If it weren’t for my
AVID teachers, Sarah
Newman and Somer
Menne, pushing me to
study, I probably wouldn’t
have done as well as I did,”
stated Aryon. “AVID was
major in helping me become organized with my
school work and also with
time management.”
With her extra time
Aryon joined the cheerleading team and cheered
her ninth and tenth grade
years. She also volunteered at Shore Acres
Recreation Center as part
of a requirement for a high
school class. As a student
volunteer, she was an art
room junior leader that
also helped with home-

work time.
In her senior year she
decided to play flag football for Northeast and
joined the team as a wide
receiver and center. She
continued to do well academically and received the
Hispanic Provost Award,
AVID Speaker Award and
made honor roll.
Aryon’s high school
highlight was passing the
ACT the first time she
took it. That opened the
door for her to attend
Xavier
University
in
Cincinnati. Her intended
major is neuroscience.
Her dream in 10 years is to
be a brain surgeon.
After looking at her
schedule, Aryon saw
classes that she would
have never taken on her
own. In middle school she
limited herself to taking
classes that she knew she
could handle. She never
wanted to challenge herself because of the fear of
taking on too much and
not doing well. Even
Aryon became a believer
in herself.

and educational opportunities and to assist them
in achieving stability and
success,” said Chief Executive Officer Tony L.
Love.
Through the Boley
Centers’ Summer Youth
Intern Program, qualifying young adults, ages 16
to 21, are taught basic job
skills under the direct supervision of experienced
managers. The seven interns working for SPHA
this summer either live in
public housing developments or receive Section
8 / Housing Choice
Voucher assistance.
They are assigned
part-time positions across
the agency’s administration, maintenance, and
housing operations departments, lasting from
June through August.
Each intern earns a
salary of $10 an hour,
which is funded jointly by
SPHA and the City of St.
Petersburg.
Since 2006, SPHA has
provided a total of 30

young adults with new
skill sets in the areas of
customer service, clerical, construction, and
maintenance
through
this internship program.
For more information
about the Boley Centers’
Summer Youth Intern
program, please visit boleycenters.org.
About St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA): Founded in
1937, SPHA is one of the
oldest housing authorities in the nation and is
continually rated by the
U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as a
“High
Performing”
agency. SPHA provides
housing assistance to
qualifying low-income
families within its service
area, which includes the
City of St. Petersburg and
extends in a 10-mile radius outside of city limits.
More information about
SPHA’s programs and
services can be found
at www.stpeteha.org.

From left to right, front row: Jacques Kellog, Zaria Richardson, CEO
Tony Love, Angel Sales;
Second row: Jarvis Kellog, D’Asha Norwood, Henry Zimm, Charles Byrd
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Clearwater’s Keith Thurman successfully defends title
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

BROOKLYN, N.Y. —
Keith “One Time” Thurman got all he could handle from his old sparring
mate Shawn “Showtime”
Porter, but held on to retain his WBA welterweight title with a
unanimous decision at the
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y., June 25.
Clearwater
native
Thurman, 27, is one of the
sport’s most exciting fighters and the heavily-anticipated main event was the
first to be shown on CBS
in prime time since 1978
when Leon Spinks took
the heavyweight title from
Muhammad Ali in a marquee matchup.
With the win Thurman
improved to 27-0-1, with 22
wins by KO. Porter, a former IBF welterweight
champ from Akron, Ohio,
but fighting out of Las
Vegas, suffered only his
second loss, dropping his
record to 26-2-1 with 16
KOs. The two promising
fighters go way back as
they trained together as
teens and even sparred as
pros.
Simply put, Thurman
weathered the storm that
was Porter. Right from the
opening bell the challenger flew out of his corner and tried to swarm the
champ with punches.
Though neither fighter
landed many quality shots,
it was clear that they were
both fired up, as there was
almost no pause to the action.
Porter continued to
keep Thurman on the
move, often chasing him
around the ring in an attempt to back him up
against the ropes. At one

point in the second round,
Thurman shelled up to
ride out a powerful barrage from Porter, only to
turn the tables and unleash a strong combination of his own once he got
Porter back in the center
of the ring.
By the third round,
Porter tagged Thurman
with a big body punch. It
was becoming more apparent that the usually methodical Thurman was
having trouble nailing
down a rhythm against the
and
persistent
relentless Porter. When
the challenger tried to corral Thurman again, the
champ fired off a couple
solid body shots and a
sturdy right hand to
Porter’s chin.
Porter battled back
with some power punches
in the fourth but Thurman
was able to tag him with an
explosive left hook and a
cut eventually opened up
above Porter’s eye. Porter
persisted in trying to cut
the ring off but Thurman
was too mobile and kept
bringing the fight back to
ring’s
center
where
he aimed to pick his spots
with his selective punches.
By the seventh round
Porter tried to open up on
the body of Thurman
while Thurman finally
found his jab, though he
failed to follow it up with
anything
substantial.
Porter did manage to land
some heavy body blows in
the following round that
packed some extra voltage, making Thurman
backpedal in a hasty retreat across the ring to escape the flurry. Porter
pressed, firing off a big left
to the body of Thurman,
and Thurman answered
back, landing a left hook of

his own.
Porter continued to
dog Thurman and forced
him back up against the
ropes where he sought to
do his damage. The ninth
round found Porter unloading a couple hard right
hands on Thurman, and
before the round was up
Thurman had suffered a
cut above his left eye—the
first cut of his pro career.
In the 10th Porter
loped toward Thurman
with a sweeping right
hand, which the champ
slipped, and Thurman continued to escape Porter’s
attempts to corral him.
Porter was buckled when
he walked into a jaw-rattling left hand by Thurman and this time it was
the champ chasing a
wounded Porter into the
corner, but Porter managed to hold on by rallying
with his own storm of
punches.
Thurman connected
with a huge left in the 11th
and tagged Porter with another powerful counter. In
the final round Porter flew
out of his corner seemingly possessed, coming
straight at Thurman in his
last-gasp efforts to corral
his opponent, and amidst
the round’s non-stop action Thurman managed
to connect with a brutal
left uppercut. Both exhausted fighters raised
their hands at the final bell
as the hard-fought bout
could’ve gone either way.
All three judges scored
the fight 115-113 in favor of
Thurman, earning him a
razor-thin margin of victory and allowing him to
remain undefeated. Some
of the crowd of over 1,200
at the Barclays Center
booed the decision.
“I was able to rock him

at least once a round with
clear, effective blows,”
Thurman said after the
fight, “and I believe that
that was the key to victory
today.”
He explained that during round two when he
was pinned against the
ropes and facing an onslaught by Porter, he was
giving Porter the “rope-adope,” a method famously
employed by Muhammad
Ali in which he went into
defensive mode, absorbing
a
barrage
of
punches to tire out his opponent.
“Defense, defense, defense, defense!” Thurman
stated. “He had a great offense but I had a great defense today.”
Thurman did tip his
hat to Porter a, calling him
a “warrior” and a “tremendous athlete,” and welcomed a possible rematch.
“I’d love to see him in
the ring again, baby, if
that’s what he wanted,”
Thurman said, adding that
he everyone had been saying Porter would be his
toughest opponent to date.
“I was unable to drop him.

I did rock him. He’s a good
athlete.”
Porter admitted that
he thought the victory
should’ve gone his way,
but called Thurman a
“great champion” nonetheless.
“I’m satisfied because
the competitor came
out tonight,” he said. “He
ran a little bit, did what he
had to do. He got the
win tonight. But I feel
good, I feel great, I feel
blessed.”
As far as a rematch
goes, Porter made no
bones about it how he felt
about it.
“Come on, now, we
need that rematch!” he
said. “I think the fans want
that rematch!”
Perched atop one of
boxing’s most talent-rich
divisions, Thurman is a legitimate star and not since
the days of Winky Wright
and Jeff Lacy has Pinellas
produced such a promising fighter in the national
spotlight.
In the undercard action junior middleweight
“Swift” Jarrett Hurd (18-0,
12 KOs) stopped Oscar

Molina (13-1-1, 10 KOs) in
the tenth round of a fight
that Hurd controlled from
the opening bell. Hurd, of
Accokeek, Md., rocked
Molina with a thunderous
right uppercut in the first
round, knocking him to
the deck. It was the first
time Molina, a promising
Mexican-American
prospect who qualified for
the 2012 Olympics, had
been floored in his career.
Though Molina got up, he
had his hands full against
his taller opponent as
Hurd stalked him all
around the ring to unload
more uppercuts—his signature punch. Molina did
show heart throughout
the ten-rounder and
worked his way inside
often to get off some good
body shots, it was Hurd’s
fight all the way. The final
round found both fighters
trading some hard leather
it
was
Hurd
but
that thumped Molina with
some quality shots as time
was winding down, stunning the swollen-eyed
Molina. The fight was
stopped with less than a
minute to go.
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Foundation for a Healthy St. Pete
From GRANTS, page 1

permanent
facet
of
Bayfront’s future – no matter who owns the facility.
The foundation is supported by a $170 million
endowment, the income
from which will be invested in perpetuity into
the future of the community.
City of St. Petersburg
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin helped lead the
foundation’s creation in
her former role as a Vice
President with Bayfront.
“Social equity in health
and wellness is an integral
element of our community’s collective work to
eradicate poverty and the
funding provided by the
Foundation is transformational toward that end,”
she said.
“New school” approach to investing
Rather than seeding
dollars into traditional
“health” initiatives, the
foundation is strategically
spreading its wings to
focus on improving the
many “social determinants
of health,” i.e., the life circumstances that contribute to people’s health
status, such as employment, income and education gaps.
And rather than taking
the usual route to grantmaking decisions, the
foundation is trying out
what appears to be an unprecedented focus – at
least locally — on “social
justice.”
In a June 23 editorial
for the Tampa Bay Times,
Foundation CEO Randy
Russell wrote; “The Foun-

dation is about social justice at its core. The fair
and equitable distribution
of wealth, opportunity and
privilege within a society
or population is one of the
foundation’s primary areas
of focus. Privilege comes
by birth; as does stigma.
Gender, color, class, ability
and nurturing create degrees of privilege…Privilege both impels and
impedes opportunity…
One thing is certain:
Groups of people who are
stigmatized or ignored
(perhaps worse), who lack
all of the concomitants of
social justice, are less
healthy. For us to achieve
any substantial improvements
in
population
health, we must direct our
work, and discipline our
efforts, to the linchpin of
social justice.”
Through that lens, the
foundation’s
inaugural
round of grants seems to
be aimed at leveling the
economic and social playing field for some of society’s most vulnerable
population groups, such as
the mentally ill and victims
of domestic violence.
The new paradigm for
giving is also channeling
resources into groups with
the greatest potential for
positive gains, such as
helping low-income entrepreneurs bring their business concepts to fruition
and helping ex-offenders
to break into an often unwelcoming job market.
On this score, Dr.
Tomalin said: “The Foundation is not only funding
efforts that combat the ex-

isting challenges of our
healthcare landscape, but
strategically attacking the
social determinants of
those conditions. We are
fortunate to count them as
partners and grateful for
the difference all those
who have been funded will
make.”
Among the first harvest of grant recipients:
• Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entr y Coalition (PERC) - The PERC
Hires T.A.M.E. (Treatment for Addiction + Mentoring = Employment)
Program, a job centered
initiative, will use cutting
edge technology combined with face to face employment
development
and mentoring to help
transition those in treatment centers and community release centers in St.
Petersburg to follow a path
to recovery and better
health. The PERC project
will measure the usage of
Second Chance Kiosks at
residential and community
release centers, to search
and to obtain employment
opportunities.
• Community Action
Stops Abuse (CASA) CASA will focus its efforts
on the social and economic factors that impact
population health. The
goal of their proposed project is to conduct an assessment
of
program
participant training and
employment needs; to conduct market research to
determine the feasibility
and viability of a social enterprise, and to develop a
business plan for a sustain-

able social enterprise.
Three potential social entrepreneur businesses/
services
addressing
CASA’s priorities of helping domestic violence victims gain employability
skills while building a
new revenue stream to
support CASA services
will be identified during
this project.
• The Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corporation
(BBIC) – BBIC will intensively support 20 primarily
low-income entrepreneurs
to launch or grow their
firms – creating employment for themselves and
others - via the CATCH
Program, which will provide them training, coaching, consulting and access
to capital, beginning with
micro business stipends to
fuel their near-term business plans. This project
will impact the social and
economic factors that impact population health to
include employment.
• The St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce – A new Community
Business
Development
Initiative
(CBDI) will impact the social and economic factors
impacting
population
health by creating a pilot
program that provides specialized training, mentorship, technical assistance,
and small business grants
to the citizens of South St.
Petersburg, giving them
skills and resources necessary to start their own
business or maximize current business revenue po-

L-R, Curtis Hollomon, Rev. Louis Murphy,
Carl Lavender and Steve Dupré
tential. The project will
produce businesses that
are better able to stand the
test of time, with 80% of
participants still in business by 2020 and the majority of businesses (60%)
successful enough to create at least five new jobs
over the course of that
time. The long-term goal
of this project is an overall
reduction of poverty in
South St. Petersburg.
To view the complete
list of 19 grantees, visit the
Foundation website, click
on Grant-Making and then
click “Inaugural 2016
Funded
Partners”
(www.healthystpete.foundation).
What’s next for the
Foundation?
Foundation
leaders
stress that grant making is
only one part of their vision for “transformational
change” in southern Pinellas County (the Foundation’s service area) – an
admittedly lofty goal that
Russell said “requires a
multisector, multifaceted,
co-created approach.”
He and the nine-member board of trustees are
guiding the charity to in-

vest in three other areas
that they consider equally
important: policy and advocacy to impact change
on a systemic level; convening people and organizations to work together
more collaboratively and
media and strategic communications
to
educate the local community
and
decisionmakers
on
issues
impacting
population
health.
Quick Facts about
the Foundation
• Founded: 2013
• Estimated Annual
Giving: This will depend
on earnings of a permanent endowment now
worth $170 million)
• Service Area: South
Pinellas County (south of
Ulmerton Road)
• Next Grant-Making
Round: In 2017, date to be
determined
• How to
Connect/Learn more:
• CEO Randall H.
Russell
• Tel - 727-865-4650
• Web –
www.healthystpete.foundation
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Julian Jackson: The sliding marshal
BY DEXTER MCCREE

member of society.
His major challenge
while in school was balancing homework with his
athletic responsibilities.
Baseball occurs during
the fall and spring and
some weeks have multiple
games. He overcame this
obstacle by starting his
homework prior to either
practice or games and
used time between them
to stay ahead of the workload.
Julian was selected to
the Pinellas County AllStar South County Baseball team and was a
recipient of the Border
Residence
scholarship
from Albany State University.
So what were Julian’s
high school highlights? I
bet you can guess they had
something to do with baseball.
His first highlight was
playing in the state tournament in 2015 and winning
against Jesuit High School,
which he said, “was one of
the best victories I experienced during my baseball
career.”
His second most standout moment was this year
when his team beat Lemon
High School in Englewood
in a comeback victory to
go back to the regional
quarterfinals.
Now the third highlight
is what every high
schooler dreams of… driving themselves to school
every day.
When Julian wasn’t on
the baseball diamond,

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s hard to imagine an aspiring U.S. Marshal or an
agent of the Drug Enforcement
Administration
(DEA), the lead federal
agency in the country’s
war on drugs, being best
known in Pinellas County
for stealing.
Julian Jackson, a lifelong resident of St. Petersburg and a graduate of
Lakewood High School
Class of 2016, received special recognitions during his
high school career as an
outfielder, leadoff batter
and yes, one of the top
stolen base leaders on the
team.
As a result, he will be
attending college at Albany
State University, a historical black university in Albany Ga., where he will
major in criminal justice.
“I plan to play baseball
at the college level and get
involved with the different
organizations on campus,”
said Julian. “When I completed high school, I realized that this is the
beginning of my life and I
plan to take full advantage
of opportunities that I will
experience with a goal of
becoming a highly successful contributor in my
community.”
Julian credits his parents, James and Phyllis
Jackson, and older siblings
for guiding him while challenging him to become a
responsible, productive

much of his time was spent
doing community service
with the Pathfinders and
the AKA AKademy. Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority in
partnership with Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity help
youths fulfill many service
hours in the community.
With Julian’s father being a
member of Omega Psi Phi,
it was a natural fit for his involvement.
“The
Pathfinders
taught me to become a
mentor to younger black
males…it has helped me to
understand the importance of talking to younger
people,” said Julian. “I try
to always be encouraging,
aim to be a professional
and a positive contributor
to this community.”
It’s not hard to imagine
Julian on the baseball field
staking out opposing pitchers and catchers while
looking for an opportunity
to steal again and again before a grand audience of
witnesses. It’s safe to say
that he will slide safely into
a career in criminal justice.

Florida Senate District 19
candidate forum

Darryl Rouson

Betty Reed

Edwin (Ed) Narain

Augie Ribeiro

When: Saturday, July 9 at Noon.
Where: James B. Sanderlin Center,
2335 22nd Ave., S, St. Petersburg
The South St. Pete Democratic Club (SSPDC)
will question the candidates for Florida Senate District 19
with questions from the audience. Dr. Linda Lucas,
president of the SSPDC, will serve as moderator.
The event is free and open to the public.
Voter registration and voter address updates will be available.





BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.






 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

The Law Offices of KV Rubin, PA
You Don’t Have To Fight Along,
We Fight With You!
FAMILY

BUSINESS

HOME

• Custody
• Divorce
• Child Support
• Wills & Trusts

• Non-profit
• For profit
• Licensing
• Contracts

• Foreclosures
• Real Estate
• Short Sales
• Loan Modifications




   





  


8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
The team behind the ‘Failure Factories’ series
BY DEVIN RODRIGUEZ
AND DEVON BONNELL
USFSP Student Reporters

ST. PETERSBURG –
The numbers were damning.
At five predominantly
black elementary schools
in St. Petersburg, standardized test scores were
dismal and student suspensions were soaring.
But when the Tampa
Bay Times created a team
to investigate the story behind the numbers, the timing could not have been
worse for schools reporter
Cara Fitzpatrick.
She was nine months
pregnant.
So it happened that on
the day she gave birth, the
man she fondly calls “my
manic husband” – investigative reporter Michael
LaForgia – was at her bedside, asking her, between
contractions, to recount
the history of segregation
in
Pinellas
County
schools.
After three hours, Fitzpatrick gave birth to a
baby boy.
The newspaper’s investigation took a bit
longer. But after 18
months, the Times began
a five-part series on the
five schools, which it
called “Failure Factories.”
After analyzing mountains of data and conducting
hundreds
of
interviews, the newspaper
concluded
that
the
schools, all serving predominantly black neighborhoods,
performed
satisfactorily until the
Pinellas County School
Board ended its decadesold desegregation policy
in 2007.
The board had promised to provide more
money and staff to the
schools, which would now
serve a poorer and higher

minority population. But it
failed to follow through.
As a result, the newspaper found the schools
were now plagued by
plummeting test scores,
chronic violence and crippling staff turnover.
Since the stories were
published last year, the
U.S. Department of Education has begun an investigation. The school
district has hired a turnaround specialist and announced changes in
policy, including a longer
school day and increased
teacher pay at the failing
schools. Principals at four
of the five schools are
being replaced.
Meanwhile,
Fitzpatrick, LaForgia and fellow reporter Lisa Gartner
won journalism’s highest
award – the Pulitzer Prize
– for their work.
The team, which also
included photojournalist
Dirk Shadd, data reporter
Nathaniel Lash, computerassisted reporting specialist Connie Humburg, and
investigations editor Chris
Davis, was recognized for
what the Pulitzer board
calls “a distinguished example of reporting on significant issues of local
concern, demonstrating
originality and community
expertise.”
The three reporters
and Shadd also won first
place reporting and photography awards from the
Florida Society of News
Editors.
The “Failure Factories” project started with
Fitzpatrick and Gartner,
the paper’s education beat
reporters.
School system data
showed that disciplinary
action seemed to fall hardest on black elementar y
students, Fitzpatrick said,
and black students here

Photographs courtesy of Tampa Bay Times

Lisa Gartner

Cara Fitzpatrick

Kirk Shadd

Michael LaForgia

were performing far
worse on state tests that
black students in other
Florida counties.
Since she had covered
school districts elsewhere
in Florida where black
youngsters did better, she
said, she found it strange
that local school officials
weren’t talking about it.
That prompted a long
memo to editors, who
eventually decided to create the team to investigate.
Fitzpatrick had intended to take four
months’ parental leave.
She took two instead.
There were mounds of
public records to request
and analyze: Standardized
test scores from Pinellas
and other large school districts in Florida. Statistics
showing how often students were disciplined
and suspended, compared
to other schools in the
county. Police reports
showing how often officers were summoned to
the schools to deal with
unruly students. School
employee databases and
other records showing
how many teachers had
transferred out of the troubled schools.
In requesting public

records from the sometimes balky Pinellas
school district, Fitzpatrick
said, the newspaper
sought to find patterns
over several years.
“We needed five to 10
years’ worth of information,” she said. “If you
have one year, then you
don’t have enough … You
can have an off year, but
not an off 10 years.”
The
Times
team
reached out to hundreds
of people, especially teachers and parents with children in the five schools.
Teachers and administrators who were still employed by the school
district were reluctant to
talk, Fitzpatrick said, but
retired teachers were generally forthcoming about
the daunting challenges
they had faced.
“These
elementary
schools had more violent
(disciplinary) referrals
than 17 of the high
schools in the area,” she
said. “Teachers had fled
from the schools because
they were working in hazardous environments.”
The newspaper, she
said, “had to be fair with
teachers … while asking,
‘Are students truly getting
their education?’”

Just as important to
the story were interviews
with students and their
parents, who were, in effect, victims of the school
district’s indifference toward the five failing
schools. And that’s where
Shadd, the Times’ photojournalist, played an important role.
“One of my major takeaways from ‘Failure Factories’ is how important it is
to go door to door and
speak with people,” said
Fitzpatrick. “We interviewed hundreds of people for the story.”
The three reporters
are white. Shadd is black.
At the paper, he is admired for his affability and
people skills, which Fitzpatrick said helped the
Times win the confidence
of some of the black parents.
“Dirk spent hours with
families, showing up at
homes before children
went to school, riding city
buses with some, and
hanging out after school,”
said Fitzpatrick.
On important stories
like this one, said Fitzpatrick, “there is no one
who is not worth listening
to. You should speak to as
many people as you possi-

bly can, especially those
outside of the power structure.”
Journalists know that,
during a lengthy project,
their personal lives will be
disrupted.
This project was especially challenging for Fitzpatrick and LaForgia, who
had a toddler and newborn at home.
“We spent so much
time at the office on weekends that my daughter
started to think it was a
fun place to go,” said Fitzpatrick. “She asked me on
Christmas Day if we were
going to the office to see
Mr. Chris (Davis, the project’s editor).”
The project may be
over now, she said, but her
work as a Pinellas schools
reporter is ongoing.
“I think that it’s essential for the community to
know we didn’t just come
in for a great big story and
then leave,” she said.
“They still see me at meetings and, hopefully, I will
write about the (five)
schools being better
places for kids someday.”
Devin Rodriguez and
Devon Bonnell are student
journalists at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.

FAMU students get behind-the-scenes experience on the
PGA Tour at The Players
BY FAMU SPORTS INFORMATION STAFF

PONTE
VEDRA
BEACH, Fla. - Just a few
weeks ago, three FAMU
students were afforded the
unique opportunity of a lifetime. They were special invitees to cover one of the
media days and practice
rounds at The Players at
TPC at Sawgrass. Widely
regarded as the “fifth
major” on the PGA Tour,
The Players annually has
one of the best fields in
golf. This year was no different as top golfers Rory
McIllroy, Jordan Spieth,
Jason Day and Ricky
Fowler were in the field.
The FAMU students
were rewarded with the opportunity by PGA Tour
Media Relations on a special invite afforded to
FAMU Athletics. All three
students were interns in
FAMU Athletics for the
2015-16 school year and
were rewarded for their
professionalism and drive
during the year. FAMU
Sports Information Director Vaughn Wilson escorted the students to the
tournament. Wilson covered the PGA Tour for nine
years as the sports editor of
the Capital Outlook Newspaper and his work was
published in black newspapers in Florida and across
the nation via the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA).
The students were
Morgan Culler (senior
business/journalism student), Amber Jones (senior
journalism student), and
Jeff Weddington (graphic
design graduate, spring
2016).
FAMU Athletic Director Milton Overton was

supportive of the intern initiative.
“When we formed our
internship partnership with
our journalism and business schools, we committed
to
Dean
Ann
Kimbrough and Dean
Shawnta Friday-Stroud that
we would expose these students to the highest level of
professionalism and give
them valuable experiences
to prepare them for their
careers,” Overton said.
“We are proud of the fact
that our students got an opportunity to experience
professional sports media
at its highest level.”
The day began with a
tour of what is considered one of the most
technologically advanced
media facilities in the
world.
“When we walked
into the media center at
TPC at Sawgrass, it was
like we stepped into the future,” Culler said. “I would
never have imagined that
media would have the luxury of a dedicated press
room, fully multimedia-capable press auditorium,
gourmet cafeteria and virtually anything they could
imagine to facilitate them
providing coverage of The
Players.”
After the tour of the
media center, the interns
were escorted to the “First
Timers” press conference.
That press conference was
for players who were playing in the tournament for
the first time. The interns
researched the players in
advance and had selected
Tallahassee resident Hudson Swafford as one of
their interview targets.
Swafford noticed the Rattler icon on the polo shirts
of the interns and flashed a

L-R, Jeff Weddington, Morgan Culler, PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Finchem and Amber Jones.
Photo by Vaughn Wilson

smile as he recognized that
the students were hometown media. Swafford was
the first of several interviews the interns had the
opportunity to do with current PGA golfers.
As the students made
their rounds, they ran into
Harold Varner III. While
talking to Varner, the
unimaginable happened.
PGA Tour Commissioner
Tim Finchem, who was
making his rounds presenting each new player with a
pair of Tiffany cufflinks,
was intrigued by the only
three media persons
dressed in uniform. Once
he was informed that the
media crew was in fact the
students from FAMU,
Finchem took out time to
chat with and encourage
the students. For a few moments, because of the way
they carried themselves,
the opportunity that journalism students across the
country would give any-

thing for was right before
them, a conversation with
one of the most powerful
men in all of professional
sports. To top things off,
Finchem posed for photos
with the students.
Nearing the end of the
trip, Wilson suggested that
no trip to TPC Sawgrass
was complete without a
visit to the most famous
hole in golf – the Island
Green at No. 17. Marveling at the beauty of the
stadium course, the students were not only intrigued at the players and
caddies playing the hole,
but also the technology the
PGA Tour had dedicated to
each area.
There was a free highspeed wireless network on
the whole course, cell
phone repeater towers,
multiple video boards,
wireless camera receivers
and on the 17th hole, a remote camera similar to the
ones used in the NFL to

capture the huddle.
“I never imagined, watching golf on television, that this
much technology was required for what we see. It is
as if they make a whole city
right there on the golf
course,” said Weddington.
Suddenly a big crowd
drew near. It was a clear indication that one of the
stars of the PGA Tour was
approaching. Wearing his
purple Under Armour polo
shirt, Spieth approached to
much fanfare. Taking his
smooth swing. He landed
his shot just a few feet away
from the center pin placement on the island green.
After signing autographs
for some kids from the
First Tee of Jacksonville,
he was on his way.
“The whole experience
was beyond incredible.
Being exposed to this kind
of technology drives me. It
generated another thought
pattern of thinking that I
will adopt as I move for-

ward to a career in journalism,” Jones said. “I couldn’t
have asked for a better opportunity than being exposed to professionals in
the field I am pursuing.”
The final stop of the
experience took the students back to the media facility for a conversation
with ESPN golf analyst
Michael Collins. Collins
took about 30 minutes
with the students to detail
his journey. Starting as a
standup comedian, Collins
met some golfers and befriended them.
From
there they would request
him. His break came as
he was hired by Sirius-XM
to provide on-course reporting. Finally, ESPN
hired him away to do segments for its golf coverage.
Collins told the
interns, “This isn’t work. I
get paid to follow a sport I
love and to develop new
ways to report it. Sometimes I just pinch myself.”
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Candidates answer tough questions
From SCHOOLS, page 1

what needs to be done to
more directly involve parents and promote direct and
open lines of communication with them.
Long, who has 33 years
of teaching experience, said
she believes it starts at the
very top.
“We as a school system
have become more reactive than proactive,” Long
said, adding that school
stakeholders should be
made to feel comfortable in
coming into the school system. “We need to start to
bring back our surveys. We
should not be afraid of our
surveys. How is the superintendent and his support
doing? How is the school
board doing? How are
school-based administrations? They get their marching orders from the top.
That’s where they get their
empowerment.”
Santana
said
that
though he believes parental
participation is a must, he
added that it is tougher for
some parents—notably single parents or parents of
low-income households—to
have the necessary resources such as transportation or computers that
would allow them to connect the child’s school and
teachers.
Lentino said she envisions our schools as a community—an
engaging
environment that makes
parents feel welcome.
“There’s no reason why
we shouldn’t have more diversity in our schools,” she
said, “in order to make the
people of the neighborhood
feel more welcome.”
She added that if sensitivity training is necessary,
then that’s what needs to be
done.
Incumbent Cook agreed
that schools need to promote a welcoming environment.
“Part of what we are
doing is going into the communities and making sure
we’re talking with families,”
she said.
Petruccelli said there
should be a “free flow” of
communications at all lev-

els.
“We need to flatten the
fat organizational structure,” he said, “We need to
get more nimble and flexible to respond to the children’s needs. I want to put
the children in their place,
and that’s first place.”
Stewart said that new
technologies that parents
can use must be instituted,
pointing out that nationally
African-American households have the “lowest access” to computers. He also
stressed the importance of
knowing where parents
gather out in the community, be it houses of worship
or parks, so locations of
meetings can vary and the
parents will not always be
required to come to the
schools. Meetings must
also be held at convenient
times for parents and must
be well advertised, he said.
As for the question of
recommending any relevant policy changes if
elected, Lentino said it’s not
one “blanket fix” that is
going to help children succeed. The needs of the various individual children do
need to be met, she said,
whether it is through social
workers, anger management or additional academic step-up classes.
“We have to look at the
issue of poverty,” she said.
“Poverty has increased and
education has decreased.
And until we come to accept
the needs of the child in
poverty, we’re not going to
able to move that bar up.”
Stewart promotes an extended school day, with
focus on such areas as literacy and math, and the involvement of mentors.
“We also need to look at
what I call ‘wrap-around
services,’” he said, noting
the need to address certain
individual issues such as a
student coming to school
hungry or without clean
clothes.
Long stated that teachers need to be allowed to
develop a bond with their
students, and not have to
look over their shoulders,
worrying about their jobs.

CONNECT WITH US!

Cook said that to help
close the achievement
gap there are mentors already in place, and the
school board is looking into
getting iPads into homes
and buses with Wi-Fi capability to park them outside
homes to make internet access available.
Candidates also addressed the issue that the
failing schools of Pinellas
are lacking diversity.
“It’s not so much that
we have diversity in the
neighborhoods we’re in,”
Santana explained, “it’s that
we need to have the teaching staff equipped properly
and supported.”
Petruccelli stated that
there are a number of
young college students of
various ethnic backgrounds
that want to teach, and they
should be recruited.
On the issue of educational budgets, Stewart said
that he worried about solutions that are only moneybased. Though funds could
certainly help with a number of things such as wages
and technology, it cannot
solve all the problems.
Cook said one of the
bigger issues is that the
money comes “with strings
attached,” including mandates on how to spend allotted funds. But though
money helps, it is more important to have teachers
that can get students engaged in their education,
she said.
“I don’t believe, like the
sharecropper, we need to
go and ask the state to give
us more money,” Petruccelli affirmed. “I believe
that we—these people—
need to be ambassadors to
the business community
with a story of why it is
good business for corporate America to invest with
our state money in providing the services we need for
our students.”
Santana denounced the
way that the state mandates
funds be spent by the
schools, sometimes preventing schools from being
able to use the money in the
“wisest way.”

Maria L. Scruggs

NAACP report card for candidates
“I’d rather not have a
dollar from them,” he stated
firmly, “if that dollar requires me to spend it in a
way that doesn’t make
sense.” He added that it’s
not necessarily the money
or lack of money, but the
state-imposed mandates.
“We need to work on
getting rid of that mandate,”
he said. “We need to have a

board that has the ability of
being able to use that
money more wisely.”
President of the St. Petersburg Branch of the
NAACP Maria L. Scruggs
ended the forum by telling
the candidates in front of a
packed house that they will
be watched.
“We know that this a
tough job and we know it’s

going to take some great
people to lead this work.
The one message that I
want to make sure that is
left with whoever shall prevail is that the NAACP is
going to be here to hold you
all accountable,” she concluded.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922
  


















Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 

 

      
  
  








 

Victory Christian Center Church

 


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY
IN
THE
WORD”
ALONG
WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY
IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS
ANY OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
THE PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET
ON BEHALF OF DR.
JOHN A. EVANS, SR., BANQUET HOST CHAIR AND
SISTER NAOMI NESBITT,
HOST BANQUET TICKET
CHAIR
We are taking this method
of saying THANK YOU to all of
the Committee and Volunteers,
because we realize that none of
this Event would have been an
succeed without YOU!

Ministry, Convention and
Community Leadership Support to the Committee
Sis. Erma Scantling, Friendship Ushers Coordinator Ministry Leader, Sis. Myra Rogers,
Ministry Leader and Deborah
Frazier, Vice Ministry Leader,
Friendship Hospitality Ministry,
Dea. Leon Dunbar, President,
West Coast Baptist DA, Laymen
President, Min. Sharon P.
Saulsby, Ushers Director,
Florida General Baptist Convention, Inc., Sis. Bessie Davenport,
Friendship Foral Design Ministry Leader, Sis. Valerie B.
Williams, Friendship Travel
Ministry Leader, Dea. Nathaniel
Nixon, Transportation Ministry
Leader, Monica LaMar, Ronnie
Crum, Dwayne Matt, Friendship Security, Rev. Watson L.
Haynes, President/CEO, Pinellas County Urban League. Special Thanks to Rene Flowers,
Representative for St. Petersburg.
Volunteers
Gloria Boykins, Gloria King,
Chanel Mays, Deborah Wynn,
Min. Lezaire Reese, Pam
Williams, Regina Parkes, Mt.
Zion Progressive, Angelique
Williams, Imogene Goldson,
Verlean Merritt, Jennifer
Melville, Anna Noldon-Green,
Miami,
Allie
Jacox-MN,
Scheroyln Smith, Jacksonville,
Patricia Williams, Larnetta Peterson, Sabrina Srinivasa.
THE HOST BANQUET
COMMITTEE
SIS. TERESA L. EVANS,
FIRST LADY - SIS. SANDRA L.
MILLER
SIS. DEBORAH L. WESLEY - SIS. CYNTHIA D. HENDERSON
BRO. JESSE NESBITT,

TRANSPORTATION TO THE
COMMITTEE
SIS. SHEILA J. PERRY
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT
ASSOCIATION
NEWS
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ANNUAL
SESSION
JULY 12-15, 2016
LOCATION: MT. SINAI
MISSIONARY
BAPTIST
CHURCH, 5200 W SOUTH ST,
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
HOTEL: HOLIDAY INN
EXPRESS AND SUITES, 7474
WEST COLONIAL DRIVE,
ORLANDO, FL – (407) 2902710 (WEST COAST BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION GROUP)
Wednesday, July 6, 2016, at
7:00 pm – “WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE,” Mass Choir,
Ushers, Nurses in Service,
Communion will be served,
Love Fellowship by the June
(Zebulun) and July (Joseph)
Birth Months.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Wealth
Scripture – “…You will remember that the Lord your
God: for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18).”
Denial – “There is no lack
or limitation in my life.”
Affirmation – “I AM wealth
and I have prosperity, increase,
abundance, overflow and more
than enough.”
Health, wealth and harmony in all of our relationships
are a part of our spiritual
birthright as children of God.
“We are heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ Jesus (Romans 8:17).” God is all there is
and everything belongs to God;

therefore, as the God’s seed we
are entitled to all of the good
that life has to offer.
“God has already given us
all things that pertain to life and
godliness (II Peter 1:3).” It is up
to us to use our spiritual faculty
of faith to bring our good from
the heavenly and spiritual
realm of ideas to the earthly
and natural realm of demonstration. It is also our responsibility to combine our faith with
our works so that we can experience visible and tangible prosperity (James 2:20).
God has given each of us
gifts, callings, talents, skills, abilities and creative ideas so that

we can have our inheritance of
wealth. God is not withholding
wealth from any of us; in fact, he
has given us power to get
wealth. “It is the Father’s good
pleasure to give us the Kingdom (Luke 11:32).” I AM that I
AM not only gives us all things
but it is given to us freely (Romans 8:32).
Wealth manifests as we are
good stewards of what we have.
Wealth manifests as we tithe
our time, talents and treasure
(money). Wealth manifest as
we give freely to others who appear to be in need and bless
those who are a blessings to us.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Bethel Community Baptist Church, Rev. Dr. Manuel
L. Sykes, is updating its
membership roster. If you or
someone you know is a cur-

rent member or a former
member please call the
church office @ 727-8662567 to update your status.

ST. MARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the awesome gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.
Events for July
Jul 1 - St. Mark Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Jul 4 - Independence DayChurch Office Closed
Jul 9 Ladies Linked in
Love-Relax, Relate, Release

Brunch at Lake Vista Recreation Center (10:30a.m.-12:30
p.m.)
Jul 10 - Pre 85th Church Anniversary Activities:
School Color Day (Wear
your School Colors) during
10:45 a.m. Services. 3:30 p.m.
Pre-Anniversary Service with
guest church Mount Zion M. B.
C. of Tampa, Florida with Rev.
Larry Roundtree, Pastor
Jul 11-15 - Vacation Bible
School (VBS) @ St. Mark
Theme: Deep Sea Discovery,
God is With Me Wherever I Go!
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. (MondayThursday), 6 - 9 p.m. Friday).
Registration 6-6:30 p.m. (MonThursday). Dinner served at
8:10 p.m. nightly
Jul 18-22 - Children and
Youth Ministry (CYM) attending the Progressive and Educational Baptist State Convention
of Florida convening in Orlando, Florida
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sun-

day morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.
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